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Enlist Cotton Stalk Destruction 28 DAT
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Enlist Cotton Stalk Destruction 29 DAT
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LRGV Cotton stalks 2024 herbicide 
trial, stalks looked like this prior to 

treatment



Trt 1: Dicamba @ 1 qt/acre  
+ COC @ 1%

 (29 days after treatment) 



Trt 2: Dicamba @ 0.75 qt/acre + 
Freefall @ 3.2 fl oz/a + COC @ 1% 

(29 days after treatment) 



Trt 3: Dicamba @ 0.75 qt/acre + 
Reviton @ 1 fl oz/a + COC @ 1%

 (29 days after treatment) 



Trt 4: Dicamba @ 0.75 qt/acre + 
Sharpen @ 1 fl oz/a + COC @ 1%

(29 days after treatment) 



Trt 5: Dicamba @ 0.75 qt/acre + 
Distinct @ 2 fl oz/a + COC @ 1% 

(29 days after treatment) 



Trt 6: Nontreated Control
(29 days of regrowth)



Thryvon Vs non Thryvon trial 2024
•  planted at Texas AgriScience in Lyford, TX 

• Treatments were set in a randomized complete block (RCB) design consisting

•  of two cultivars, one with Thryvon (DP 2317) and one without Thryvon (Ton Buster Magnum). 

• Evaluated Fleahoppers & plantbugs (tarnished & Verdes)

• For each cultivar used, we had two spray treatments and an untreated control. 

• On May 29th two spray treatments were applied (Transform @ 1oz/acre & Acephate @ 

4oz/acre) for fleahopper control. At the time of spray application fleahoppers were at about 

9-13% per 90 plants, middle row of plot. 

• On June 14th two spray treatments were applied (Transform @ 1.5 oz/acre & Leverage @ 3.2 

oz/acre) for plantbug control.

• Evaluated all data using SAS 9.4 (Anova, lsd of .05).



COTTON FLEAHOPPER

▪  Have piercing-sucking mouthparts – 
suck sap from tender portions of crop

▪ Many alternative hosts (weeds)

▪ 1st 3 weeks of squaring are most 
sensitive

▪ Scout weekly (bucket method)

▪ Treatment rarely justified after bloom

▪ Avoid broad spectrum insecticides after 
2nd week of squaring

Fleahopper nymph

Fleahopper adultPhotos by Danielle Sekula



Fleahopper Data in Thryvon Vs Non Thryvon:







• Prefer Legumes 

• Feed on cotton terminals, squares, flowers, and 
small bolls

• Feeding may cause:
• Deformed bolls
• Dirty bloom (damaged anthers) and 

puckered petals
• Shedding of squares and small bolls
• Stunted growth
• Sunken lesions on outer surface of 

bolls
• Damaged developing seeds or lint

Tarnished Plant Bug 
(Lygus Bugs)



Verde Plant Bug
• Many alternative hosts: seepweed, pigweed, and sorghum
• Piercing-sucking mouthparts used to feed on large squares and 

bolls up to 1 inch in diameter
• Causes dropped mature squares and young bolls and boll rot
• Treat when 20-25 bugs/100 plants, or 
• (1-2 bugs per 10 sweeps) (4-5 per 20 sweeps)
• Beat bucket is 1 per plant
• Access your cotton field to see if you have more immature bolls 

than mature as once bolls are larger than 1 inch diameter and 
cannot be squeezed open they are generally safe from plant bug 
damage.

 



Plantbug Data in Thryvon Vs Non Thryvon:







Yield in Thryvon Vs Non Thryvon:



Observations for Chilli thrips, whiteflies & Plantbugs 

(tarnished + Verde) at:

Hidalgo County RACE Trial, 2024

Cooperator: Balde Gonzalez



Chilli thrips, Scirtothrips dorsalis

• From Southeast Asia
• First detected in Florida in 1991, 

considered established by 2005
• Found in Southeast TX in 2005
• Detected in grapefruit by Dr. 

Mamoudou Sétamou in 2018, 
and every year since

• Late season bronzing lead to 
discovery in cotton throughout 
the Valley in 2020



Damage: Cotton











Whitefly adults

Closeup of whitefly nymph

Whiteflies in Cotton

Photos by Danielle Sekula

▪  Piercing-sucking mouthparts
▪ Stunts growth
▪ Reduces plant vigor

▪ Produce honeydew
▪ Premature defoliation
▪ Sticky cotton
▪ Stain lint and reduce fiber 

quality
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